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Date as postmark.

We understand that you may have been involved either directly or indirectly in the fighting that took place
as a result of the airborne assault on Holland in September, 1944. We are therefore writing to ask your
help with some research Cornelius Ryan, the American author of THE LONGEST DAY and THE LAST
BATTLE, is doing on the battle. Would you kindly answer the following questions:

1. What is your full name?

2. What is your present address
and telephone number?
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Cornelis Hendrikus

Driekoningenweg 6, Ni

3. Where were you born, and
when?

4. What is your present
occupation?

January 1, 1922, The Hague

Director of an industrial oven

5. Where were you in September,
19447
How old were you then?
What was your occupation at
that time?

factory

In Eindhoven

22 years old

Metallurgist with nN.V., Philips




6. Where you at that time:

Engaged? To whom?
Married? To whom?
Any children? How many,

and what was their age?

7. Where you, in September, 1944,
involved in Resistance
activities? If so, to what
organization or group did you
belong, and what was your
function?

Belonged to Resistance group "Van Kraay" (have
forgotten structure and official name).

Assembled information on German military posi-
tions south of Eindhoven and reported such.
Also made observations of Germans during spe-

cial situations, as after the airborne landings.

8. Tuesday, September 5, 1944,
was known as "Mad Tuesday’.
What do you remember most
vividly about that day?

9. When did you learn about the
airborne invasion? Where were
you at that time? What was
your reaction?

I was in Eindhoven at the time and have no
special memories. Was officially reported sick
at Philips, but with permission to walk about and

ride a bicycle. Possessed a Philips ausweiss

(special permit) with "8" "stufe" (S grade or clas-
sification). I believe it was that day that toge-

ther with Sjang Roeymakers (a friend and colleague

of the Resistance group, son of the then director
of the Council of Labor) I went to Dommelen to

collect the latest Allied information and news

| from the maréchaussee (Butch Constabulary).

At home and, after a call-up, I went to attend a
meeting of the Resistance group. We discussed whe-
ther we should occupy the DAF (motorcar) factory
to prevent its being destroyed by the Germans. Al-
so the Telegraph and Post Office on Keizersgracht
where Germans had carried cans (of gasoline?) in-
side. In both cases this proved unnecessary. ''hen

went home. We had to "keep ourselves ready."




10. What happened to
you during the battle?

On September 18, 1944, was fetched at about 5 o'cloek in
the morning to scout around toward the south, together with
frienda Sjang. We went by bicyecle and finally encountered
Irish Guards beyond Valkenswaard. Went back to Eindhoven to
report this and as proof had with me the "News Chronicle™
issue of Sept. 16, 1944 (still have it). In the course of
the morning I crossed the lines again with information about
(rerman concentrations beyond Helmond. Was arrested by Ger-
mans and in a machine-gun pit near Aalst along Genneperweg
was interrogated and searched. Was released after telling
some complicated story and in the end managed to reach Aalst
and report the information as well as my own observations
underway. Planes with 'rockets' were sent up at once to
bombard the positions indicated. Didn't dare go back and

in the course of the day max advanced with the British to
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indhoven. Unforgetable. Also the "feast meal" with sol-

diers next to a tank of the Irish Guards around mid-day.
19,20 and 21st September arrested N.S.Blers (Dutech Nazis) and
:acted as interpreter with British army units.,

September 22, Went on reconnjassance for Resistance group
with seven men and a car to study positions of Germans in
area south-east of road to Nijmegen. FEstablished contact
with civilians and Resistance leaders in Veghel and Grave.

Were Sk 3 :
¥ax almost cut off by German attack on the road; spent the

Y

Inight in the open field with Prinses Irene Brigade near Gra-
've, On Saturday road was opened up again by (British-Ameri-

can) counter-attack. Saturday night back to Eindhoven where

_ . us
they had almost written mm off.

Subsequently joined the British army officially as Second
Lieutenant in 15 Scottish Infantry Division (rear Kgt.). Inter

preter and security work. Later via Interpreters Corps held

the same position and next in October 1944 transferred to
| )
102 anti-tank regiment with whom I stayed till January 1946.

o

i
Was with them when Oirschot-Tilburg were liberated. Winter
|
|

A4/45 in Peel (Helden-Panningen). Subsequently in Germany up
to Schleswig Holstein. Next was liaison officer with military

government in Colognetill July 1946. ‘Then went back home.

&




11. Did you by any chance keep a No diary. Do have correspondence and various

diary of what happened to you = e g
during September, 19447 Do papers and photographs, as well as references,
you still have it or do you have pay-book, etc., and the "History of the Northum-

any other documents or photo-
graphs dealing with the battle
that we might see? We will, I have an extensive account drawn up by my twin
of course, return them

immediately.

"

berland Hussars" (anti-tank regiment). Moreover

W ~ 1 H Ti13 4+ oy - 3 AorovyAoe 3 W A - Ve
brother P.H. Luiten who, independently, had paral-

lel experiences to mine in an American Parachute

Kegiment. A copy of this report is enclosed.

12. Do you know of anyone else |  The present address of my brother is:

whom we should write to? | P.H. Luiten, 1146, E. Lemon
Please also include full name o prriet Jhos o S il aiionn saflent : »

: -\,-1.1].1]’\)1 ;1,1'_“_, er e dile j k%“"r LA EV\ b é\)
plus last known address and _ !” :
telephone number, if available.

Please let us have this questionnaire as soon as possible so that we may include your experiences in
the book. We hope that you will continue your story on separate sheets if we have not left sufficient room.
Full acknowledgement will be given in a chapter called "Where they are today”. Your name, occupation
and address will be listed.

Thank you very much for your help, also on behalf of Mr. Ryan.

Very truly yours,

was signed
HET BESTE uit Reader’s Digest

Aad van Leeuwen,
Editor in Chief.
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ditional statement by Mr. Luiten, in writing,
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"Sunday night we were instructed by our Resistance group to
"be ready for a possible alert. So at home I slept downstairs
on the couch, half-dressed.

"At about 5 in the morning, Monday Sept. 18, 1944, my friend
ttsjang! woke me up with a ring of the door bell agnd the
"message that he and I had to find out how far the Allies had
tprooressed. , coming from the South:

Both of us were very familiar with the country South of

"Bindhoven.,

"Off we went, on our worn-out bicycles with bad and patched-up
tires. In the early morning light we took the back roads first
"out later decided that we could better be more cheeky and simply
"take the main road, Aalsterweg <E§£ = road) down south because
"this might look less conspicuous.

"On the parcel carrier on the rear I had an old bag and an empty
"milk bottle to show that we were only on a food-trip to col-
"lect rye and milk from a farm. I was dressed in an old plain

"suit, did not wear a coat. Purther, had an Ausweis (laissez-

"-passer issued by the Germans, JvO) showing that I was employed
4 =

"by Philips, and a medical statement indicating that I was not

"able to work but was allowed to be out in the open.
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"We only saw one German army  truck passing by and heard some
"machine gun fire from a far distance. For the rest everything

- 1

"quiet and nobody about.

-

"About 7 o'clock we passed through the town of Valkenswaard
"(four miles south of Eindhoven, six miles from the Belgian border

-

"if following the road, Jv0) and then a mile further on the road

~

"to Dommelen (just outside Valkenswaard, to the south, Jv0) we
o~

"suddenly noticed a group of people and ... tanks stakding along

Hpiiperoad ... British tanks!

"We threw our hikes down and ran to the crowd and cheeringly wel-

- |

"comed the soldiers who seemed to have pagsed +th

o
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> night there.

"Some were shaving, some drank tea from huge cups. It was all real!
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"I do not remember my emotions of that time but we were in a

"hurry to get back and report. After finding out that they belonged
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Iuiten, Cornelis Hendrikus
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"to the Irish Guards and would be moving on soon, I persuaded one

"soldier to let me have his new copy of the News Chronicle on

"Saturday 16, 1944 (which I still have). We grabbed our bikes

"and went back to our home town Eindhowen, still occupied by the

"Germans.

"However we had lost our caution and I remember on our way back,

"shouting to the few people that we saw that the English were al-

T
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"ready in Valkenswgard, wavine the News Chronicle as a proof, and
o/ ’ [ 4 ’

Sjang finally telling me not to be so crazy to show the newspaper
o openly ... but we did not meet any Germans.
fter reporting our findings I took the newspaper home and to my

"friends, the Faessen family where I had been hiding sometimes

j4 0

"during German roundups.

"A few hours later I went south again, alone, with information

"about German military activity East and South of Eindhoven, im-
"printed on my mind, to be reported to British Headquarters.

"I remember going to confession with our parish priest van der
"Linden first, but I did not feel actual fear although I wondered
"how it would be 'if I would not survive to see the actual libera-
"tion of Eindhoven,

nmj 1

fhis. time I ook the familiar back roads arnd ran into o Gernoh

"machine gun post along Genneperweg near the village of Aalst (just

S. of Bindhoven). They pulled me into the pit, turned my pockets
linside out, asked all kinds of questions and finally did bDelieve
"that I was on my way to my bombed-out and evacuated family in
"Aalst. But I had to go back the way I had come because 'Da sind
nA4 e L

die Tommies,' that's where the Tommies are, and I had to make an

"enveloppling detour to get into Aalst.

"Still remember Suddenly seeing British soldiefs in action, moving
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"cautliously along a hedge, branches -on their helmets, less than a

"mile from where the Germans had checked me half an hour before.
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They told me wl adquarters where I could explain
"my story on a map to a secutiry officer who then briefed the Air-

1 £ s T i L S e P -
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"I felt deep satisfaction, immensely grateful ang safe for the first

-~

"The hot meal that I shared with a tank crew, subsequently, sitting
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Tuiten, Cornelis Hendrikus
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dday s oyc) ground alolgslae 4 angs madge me l1eel o nappy that it

"gtill sticks in my mind as the best meal I have ever enjoyed.
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talked trying to answer their many questions and
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"to separate the actual English from the Army slang, which did

'

Tven without that misinterpretation occurred -- 'What kind of

"a town is Eindhoven, are there many pubs?’

iWhat are pubs?'

5
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Oh, public houses,'
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past midnight when avcrythin; was set.

The following morning we loaded our stuff on our cks and
started a march.The idea was to ¢ross the LECH river and to move into
the other half of the town,which was across that river.Howewer no
bridge was avallable anymore so we had to get across through some .
kind of underpass {alccbr';:l power *:c:ia%} some miles downstrean,
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In this prison he wrote MEIN KANPF,the Nazi-Bible. -

German soldiers kept on surrendering and libebated prisoners
kept on trying to kiss your hands. S S

A funny thing happened to mc personally.One dark,muddy nign
I took ‘”o high ranking German officers,both of whonm were invalilds,
across the river to ulL regitmental stockade,by car.

To go there I crossed the river at a rallroad b:idgc some ten
miles north of our “o sition,and after I delivered those two (Germans
I stayed at regimental hcadquarters that night.The guard who had
gone along with me returned by making a risky crossing over the
bridge wreckagej;he made it though.

Early in L. morning I left again,however I had to go down to
SCHONGAU to get.acro** the Lech river,since convoys were coming
across the abovc mentioned railroad bridge where only single line
traffic was ssible.In SCHONGAU,which is some twenty miles south
of LANI @LlAG unDunCT division had just put up an emergency bridge anc
had started to move into the nvirgin territory" at the other side,

T crossed too and decided to take a liftie mountaid road which led
back to the other side of LANDSBIRG,alongside the river,but I did
not realize that I was the first olliszd person to enter there.

The area secemed deserted until suddenly coming out of a benb
in the road I saw a wholc group of German soldiers right in the nidd-
le of the road in front of me.They were perhaps twenty or thirty .

I really do not remember what my first thoughts were but I drov
up to them,grabbed my oi"*al in my hand and got out of the car.I thini
those Germans were just as surprised as I was,they did not expect to
see somebody in Anm e;lcan uniform come out of a German vehicle,and
all of them put their hands up when I shouted at them.

They told me that their officers had run eway and that they had

decided tO surre nac;,uo now they wanted to surrender to mej;l was
lucky because I never could have fought a whole bunch of Krautls alon
with just a 7,65 pistol.

On the map I founfl that a little path nearby led to the high-
way which was on some miles distance,on which some American' convoy
was very liable to be moving up .So I told them to line up and im
marched them down that path. Halfway I returned and continued my way
back to our battalion,where I arrived without further difficulties.

Moving again,our next objective was STARNBERG which town we
occupied without any difficulties.I belleve that some American tanks
went through it alrcady,I 1ay be wrong ,but the whole military :
situation was becoming so complicated that it was nq d to understand,
One thing was sure however,the Germans were losing their heads; more
and more deserters showed up who had hidden tnehuclvus in barns and
haystacks when their units were retreating. For us the waw became an
interesting game: Speeding up,liberating g“auoful prisoners and slave
laborers,capturing all kind of German supplies and discussing rumors
about the end of it. .

From STARNBERG we drove up to MIE BACa,whcrs a bunch of negro
troops who moved in at the same time,had a good time wrecking nume-

rous German vohiolcs.

The n ornl 1 after we arrived we pulled out  again,now we had a
good ob*ectiv BERCHTESGADEN ,the hide-out of the FUHRER had to be
taken., Until IKMZLQL everything went all right,then we ran into the
French division "Le Clerc" under command of a general with that name,
They had bccn ﬁtuMChuQ to the 7th Amcrican Arnmy and were desperately
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trying to take BI our jective, Capt,.D
a first Lt.and adjutant,came to m and I had to
act as an interpreter far Col.SINK,in the latter's dilsc
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French Commanders ,about the attack.They talked and talked,lMessengers
came in reporting counter-attacks.Colonel SINK took over the command
since the ITench couldnot make their minds up.too well.
'@ moved arfai and that niacoht T ataved widith 2 orAann in the
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hotel .inhhmuld;igalh ngside the mountain road to BERCHTESGADFN. The
next morning a part of our outfit was reported stuck between a number
of blown-out bridges,which would take a ‘couple of days to be repaired.
A Prer A Aiconcainmn wmith +he T A nharoan P +he nard thad haAd
A1VEr 8 dlscusslion with the office LI CAQALEZC OL AC PAalU vadt 0ad
stayed behlind the little rivers,t part all our vehicles
bel c;uvu,uc decided to turn back and drive up to BFRCHTESGADEN fron
another side by making a great detour through GLATZ fron
third Bn S-2 would go along with me and we would check the roads for
the convoy to come.
We left and reached SALZBURG all right.It had been taken glreae
Aer ) (=] mao Amord nt o~ q\ﬁ?'_‘"",’-".*'a A A e Taky v 34 K {4 l*Bebidatal > hehidmA
Qy Dy SOome Amerivan Ll.;;ltg; 1icn nowever did not leav anyone oenind
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allied troops but the red and white Austrian vere hanging all
over the town.But ayed alerted and this caused some confusio:
when we arrived at an area where a lot of aezpplanes were standing in
the woods.All of a suuﬁcn we heard ;hno“ia;,uw;lﬁlaeiy German burp
gun shooting,and two minutes later a ;al:“ra*kj ame racing
around a group of trees.Naturally GLATZ nnﬂ me opened fire on them,
tiie halftrack stopped with a jerk and five Germans Jumped off,scared
3 ] 3
vc death.Upon quwstioning we heard th d been prisoners of
war alrc;;y since the night before and t straightening out
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some things for the American troops, way,were the ones who
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fired the burp guns,just for the hell G
g }; buntﬁdgcu ou? w:yla;*!xc_gfx whole battalions of German sol
diers strolling down the Autob nn,going to surrender but not knowing
L0 waom or where,everyone had sent them into a different direc ction,
and everyone of the American troops that had passed had searched them
foreessee.pistols!
When rc finally arrived at BAD REICHENEALIL the convoy caught up
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with us “d we reached BIERCHTESGADEN,It had just been taken
by our ra; m:nu and Irench troops moved in at tha same time. Those
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french caused LfOlDlCug%hﬁy started to loot right away and T got into
& fight wloh one who trged to steal my vehicle. Finally they were or-
iercd to stay out.

There in Berchtesgaden we stayed ”cr days.%We ins
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ved the surrounding area;with Lt.SCHEROIDFR T d all NAZI-
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headquarters in BAD ﬂnicgiugﬁdd,Q;rc““ﬁfg; were put to
work cleaning the streets in front of our 1l of a sudden
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bie war was vc;,“c neard it on Lh? 8th of inight ,andthe
hu;uhmcrﬁ}ng we moved agaid,¢u¢s tl;: the ZLLL=-an~-SER
in “yuxuﬁu,a“uLQ no.alllgv troops were yet and where we had to take
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care the occupati n.Divislonheadyuarters were to nove into BFRCHTES-
e FRCHTE
C-’“U.J.—u.io
. It was along ride to ZILL am SSE,through a beautiful ¢ untry,
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ZELL was auviful too but our battalion moved right through it ﬁito
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some deseted town,rather villa in the mountains,where we
had more ldiers thﬁt civilia .Ktyﬁ.
,.,_(..._45.,..\ R Ml l we e Ve ¢ _~~**'-v" & § Srpaps » e -
e anacgudiiars. in ZILL em SFE and the rest of
the regiment was scattered all over the 1?::,h;aofc“he“ covering a very
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arge territory.Dr,Robert LIY,some Lop~-NAZI was captured and when we
arrived in the territory we also found Hermann GGTJZtJ.Ka was at a
™ ™ -, :
158 l'* 8 -ti’! L R AR A - T Ty e e m = 3
cactle ,together with some men fr m the 36th.Division with whom he had
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